
July, 2010 UHNA General  

Meeting: 

Monday, July 26  

7:00 p.m. 

Northside Church of God  

1736 Harper St 

Agenda (subject to change): 

Welcome New Neighbors 

 

Councilwoman Felicia Moore 

 

Zoning 

 

Piedmont Bld. Sign Variance 

 

Noise Issues 

 

BeautificationsCommittee Update 

 

Social Committee Update 

 

Open Committee Positions 

 

New Items 

Piedmont Sign Variance Update 
 

In the November 2008 UHNA meeting, we heard Piedmont Hospital representativesô re-

quest for support of an application to allow additional signage above the 30-foot limit on 

the Howell Mill Piedmont building identifying the building as an ñOutpatient 

Clinic.ò  The rather reluctant vote taken at the meeting ï because we said we wanted to be 

good neighbors ï was to not support this application based on the primary argument that a 

variance for additional signage at the top of the building beyond what the code allows 

would set a precedent for similar allowances for other perhaps taller buildings quite likely 

to come along the opposite side of I-75.  It was pointed out that any proliferation of 

lighted signage on tall buildings on the north of I-75 and west of Howell Mill would be 

signage very visible within Underwood Hills. 

  

The 2008 application was unsuccessful and after the required year lapse before re-

applying, a new set of Piedmont representatives arranged a series of meetings with Arthur 

Silbert, Danny Moore, me and later, Greg Smith, to explore conditions under which 

UHNA might support the variance.  After confirming with city officials and such people 

as the zoning/land use chairperson of our bordering NPU-C north of I-75 (a lawyer him-

self) that a precedent is a precedent regardless of how it is beautified, our group felt it had 

no choice but to suggest that, although some of us would willingly state our desire to ac-

commodate the Piedmont Hospital representatives as they proceeded through the applica-

tion process again, we would at the same time suggest the precedent issue remains a prob-

lem to which we had not yet been presented with a solution.   
  
The application has proceeded to the moment of coming before the UHNA.  Therefore, 

please attend the July 26 meeting for a presentation, discussion and vote on this matter. 

 

-Eva Nason, UHNA Zoning/Land Use Chair 

Check out our updated Website: www.underwoodhills.org  

Calling Playgroup Hosts 
Summers are a bit slow for playgroup because of vacations and all of our busy lives, but 

we are getting ready for the fall!  We will kick off on September 10th, the Friday follow-

ing Labor Day.  I am always needing hosts, so please, email me if you are interested in 

hosting or co-hosting any Friday playgroups or Holiday parties.  Last year it got pretty 

difficult to fill up the calendar with hosts, so please don't let this fabulous part of our 

neighborhood fall apart. Playgroup is open to children of all ages and we meet in spring 

and fall on Fridays at 4 p.m. in the neighborhood park. If you have any questions or sug-

gestions, email candicay@msn.com.   

-Candice C. Selby 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 

OUR GOLD SPONSORS 

 

TC Properties 



Help Make Atlanta Bicycle Friendly 
 

I am a new Atlanta and Underwood Hills resident (my partner Matt and I moved here in May from Southern Califor-

nia). I am also living car-free and am an avid cyclist, user of public transportation, and walker. Because cycling is my 

primary means of getting around Atlanta, I eagerly became involved in the Atlanta Bicycle Coalition soon after mov-

ing here.  The ABC (atlantabike.org) is a local organization that seeks to make it easier and safer to navigate Atlanta 

by bike. Their vision, one I firmly believe in, states: "We believe bicycling can help build a healthier, more sustain-

able region with a higher quality of life, improved public health, cleaner air, reduced congestion, and stronger com-

munities." The ABC's activities include classes for people who want to learn how 

to ride in traffic or just learn how to ride a bike, recreational rides, a program to 

refurbish and sell old bikes, and bicycle advocacy. 

 

Currently, The ABC ATL Advocacy Team is working to develop strong neighbor-

hood support for bicycle improvements in the city of Atlanta. There will be series 

of house parties or happy hours this summer and fall to bring people together to 

share ideas and get to know other cyclists in their communities. Matt and I plan to 

host one of these gatherings in Underwood Hills. The goals include getting 

neighborhood input on a Bike Friendly Atlanta Agenda, sparking conversation about making Atlanta neighborhoods 

more bike-friendly, connecting cyclists and those interested in bicycling, and creating opportunities to connect with 

neighborhood leaders and city council members around bicycle improvements.  

I hope many of our cycling and non-cycling neighbors will join us-  we look forward to meeting you and talking 

bikes! 

 
-Rachel Poretsky 
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UHNA Officers  
Arthur Silbert, President: silbert@gmail.com 

Brian Berger, Vice President: doc-

taberga@yahoo.com  

Scott Hardesty, Secretary: 

scott.hardesty@earthlink.net 

Bobbie Munroe, Treasurer: bdmunroe@fraserfin.com  

  

 

 

Steering Committee Members 
Grayson Daughters, Crime: grayson5@bellsouth.net 

Traffic: OPEN  

Amy Panos, Social: amympanos@gmail.com  

Jennifer Lauren, Newsletter: jlauren731@gmail.com  

Eva Nason, Zoning/NPU: evacaryn son@earthlink.net 

Danny Moore, Beautification: volberg@hotmail.com  

http://atlantabike.org
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The Underwood Hills Pet List 
 

The Underwood Hills Neighborhood Association maintains a list of pets in the neighborhood in order to help keep 

track of our furry friends.  That way, if and when a pet gets loose and is unidentified, we can use the list to try to reunite 

family members.  If you would like your pet included on the pet list, please send an email 

to kristen.hassell@turner.com, specifying your petôs name, species, breed, color, age, weight, gender, collar descrip-

tion, and any other identifying info, along with your name, address, email and daytime/evening phone numbers.  Also, 

if you have a photo of your pet that you can attach to the email, please include it.  Iôll make sure the list is updated ac-

cordingly.  

 

In the meantime, please make sure that your pet al-

ways wears a collar with an ID tag that shows its 

name and your address and/or phone number on it.  

Thanks, everyone! 

 

- Kristen Hassell 

  

mailto:kristen.hassell@turner.com


Our ñGreen Community Centerò 

 
Underwood Park continues to serve as a ñGreen Community Centerò where Atlantans gather for fun, relaxation, and sports. We are 

proud to offer such a great resource to the community. Our neighbors make it all possible through volunteering, donating, and using 

the park. 

National Wildlife Federation Names Park a ñBackyard Habitatò  

The National Wildlife Federation recognized our park as a registered Backyard Habitat.  Our park qualifies because it includes all the re-

quired elements for wildlife to thrive: food  sources, water sources, places for cover, places to raise young, and sustainable gardening. 

Thank you to Jenna Schuh, Park Czar, for applying for the recognition and advocating for our park with the National Wildlife Federation.  

This status reinforces our commitment to the park and highlights its unique qualities ï all here in the center of the city!  This recognition 

sends a strong message to the City of Atlanta Parks department that our neighborhood treasures our ñgreen community center.ò  To learn 

more about the Backyard Habitat, see http://www.nwf.org.   

Congratulations Park Commissioner George Dusenbury! 

A long-time friend Underwood Park, George Dusenbury was appointed City of Atlanta Parks Commis-

sioner in June.  Congratulations, Commissioner Dusenbury!  Your passion for parks and your leadership 

skills make you the ideal person to lead our parks.  George served as executive director of Park Pride 

and has been a tireless advocate for green space and parks in Atlanta.   

Spring ô10 Clean-up Our Most Successful Yet! 

Thank you to the many neighbors who joined us to make our clean up the most successful yet.  We had 

more neighbors participate than ever before!  This sends a strong signal that we value and appreciate 

our park and the benefits it bring to our neighborhood.  Thank you to neighbors too numerous to men-

tion.  As always, thank you to our tirelessly devoted partners in maintaining our park ï the women of 

Alpha Omega Phi of Georgia Tech.  Also, thank you to our Underwood Hills children. Our children 

have participated in park clean-ups since they were toddlers, and are now taking on roles as project 

leaders during the clean-up events.  We got the park ready for summer by  

Ensuring the safety of our play equipment by mulching under and around it 

Keeping our plants healthy by trimming trees, bushes, removing leaf build-up 

Increasing the parkôs beauty by mulching the gardens 

Cleaning up the trash that had accumulated over the winter 

Preventing erosion by mulching over exposed topsoil 

Brick Campaign raises $1,000 for Park 

Thank you to Debbie Whitlock for leading a fund-raising effort and selling approximately 100 engraved bricks.  Through this brick cam-

paign, Debbie raised almost $1,000 for our park.  Thank you, Debbie, for your initiative and dedication.  Thank you to everyone who 

bought a commemorative brick.  Volunteers installed the bricks before the spring fling party.  A special thank you to those who helped with 

the installation ,including Jenna Schuh, Debbie Whitlock, and Julian Philips of YardEra. 

Park the Ideal Party Location 

Our green community center provided the ideal location for two recent neighborhood parties ï the UNHA Spring Fling and the July Fourth 

Celebration.  For both events, neighbors mingled under the shade of the towering hardwood trees while children enjoyed the playground. 

We encourage all neighbors to make use of the park pavilion for your events.  Remember, if you want to host a party at the park, get there 

early to ñreserveò your spot with signs and decorations.  There is no official reservation system (per City of Atlanta Parks Department), so 

it is helpful to notify others in advance with signs or an email to the playgroup or discuss list.   

Please Be Responsible: Donôt Let Our Park Go to the Dogs! 

Our canine friends love the park, and we welcome them.  We ask that dog owners follow common courtesy to ensure that people, dogs, and 

the environment are safe. Please pick up your dogôs waste to prevent the spread of disease and keep our park clean and keep your dog on a 

leash, especially when you are near the playground or ball courts. Even the friendliest dogs can frighten children or become aggressive 

around strangers.  Thanks for being responsible neighbors and following the rules established by City of Atlanta Parks Department.   

Playgroup resumes in September, and our fall cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, October 9.  Enjoy the park!   

-Molly Epstein 
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http://www.nwf.org

